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Dishman, John; Dobson, Hunter; Dolinger,
Melinda; Doonis, Michael; Eclipse, Ernest;
Fejar, Joshua; Felleta, Joseph; Figaro, Cyn-
thia; Fejfar, Joshua; Fellinger, Noah;
Garciabracamonte, Giancarlo; Garnett, Ben-
jamin; Hall, Cameron; Hardy, Carter; Hawkins,
Nathan; Hernandez Pereira, Bryan; Hernandez
Pereira, Joel; Holman, Kyle; Horton, Ryan;
James, Brandon; Jesser, Joshua; Kloceck, Mi-
chael; Kroll, Brandon; Lalena, Victoria; Leon,
Cameron; Lewis, Torrianno; Loncaric, Drake;
Lopez, Juan; MaclLeod, Jonathan; Maine,
Daniel; Maine, David; Martin, Christopher;
McArtor, Robert; McDonald, Sean; Mitchell,
Jason; Morris, Dylan; Neil, William; Norman,
Christian; Padarathsingh, Trinidad; Parker,
James; Paskevicius, Jesse; Perkins, Joshua;
Peters, Jacob; Peterson, Connor; Porch,
Ethan; Poe, Matthew; Poitras, Tanner; Powell,
Harley; Queiro, Jose; Quinteroscruz, Orlando;
Ragon, Carmine; Reese, Parker; Reilly, Eric;
Rice, Shane; Reuwer, Patrick; Rippetoe, Jake;
Robinson, Ronald; Rodriguez,  Javier;
Romerobonilla, Jesus; Roush, Peter; Salgado,
Erik; Sawdy, Riley; Schamel, Justin; Sinclair,
Ethan; Skidmore, Jacob; Smith, Travis; Strick-
land, Luke; Surike, Charles; Terronesdorazi,
Carlo; Villatoro, Ivette; Wagner, Zachary;
Walley, David; Watson, Duncan; Watson,
Joshua; Williamson, Matthew; Witt, Brennan;
Yee, Jacob.

These students will be honored by the
Greater Fredericksburg Chapter of Our Com-
munity Salutes at their 6th Annual Military En-
listee Recognition Ceremony on Saturday,
June 3, 2017 at the University of Mary Wash-
ington in Fredericksburg, VA.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking these young men and women and
their families for their dedication to serving this
great Nation. We owe them and the many
Americans who have served and will serve a
debt of gratitude.

————

HONORING THE REGIONAL ALTER-
NATIVE SCHOOL TEACHERS IN
BLOOMINGTON, IL

HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2017

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the teachers and
staff of the Regional Alternative School (RAS)
in Bloomington, lllinois for their service to the
students at the request of senior Logan Smith
who graduates this month.

The Regional Alternative School serves stu-
dents in four counties under the jurisdiction of
the Regional Office of Education No. 17. That
includes two counties that | serve, MclLean
and DeWitt, along with Livingston and Logan
counties, RAS is dedicated to providing edu-
cation programming for students considered to
be at-risk of dropping out of school.

In April | had the opportunity to visit the
school where | received a tour from three Stu-
dent Ambassadors—Sabrina Ridgeway, Corrie
Gardner, and Logan Smith. | got to see first-
hand the excellent work the school is doing to
better student lives. For most, the school is
their best hope at graduating high school,
gaining vital life skills, and transitioning to col-
lege or the workforce. This quality education
and caring mentorship would not be possible
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without the hard-working, dedicated staff at
the Regional Alternative School.

| am proud to help Logan honor and thank
the teachers and staff of the Regional Alter-
native School. Thank you for dedicating your
lives to supporting students and helping them
realize their unlimited potential. And congratu-
lations to Logan and his fellow graduates, |
wish you all the very best of luck.

————

UNITED NATIONS AND NORTH
KOREA

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2017

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to point out the hypocrisy
of the United Nations. The behavior of the
United Nations contradicts its charter, which
states the organization should promote “better
standards of life” and “international peace and
security.”

If these are truly the goals of the United Na-
tions, then why is the World Intellectual Prop-
erty Organization (WIPQO), a United Nations
agency, preparing an international patent ap-
plication for North Korean production of so-
dium cyanide, a substance used to make
nerve gas that is banned from North Korea by
the UN Security Council?

It is disturbing that the United Nations would
grant legitimacy to North Korean production of
a dangerous gas that can be used as a chem-
ical weapon. Even more concerning is that the
UN would do this during a time of escalating
North Korean aggression, with its increasing il-
legal missile tests and threats of mass de-
struction. This action undermines sanctions
against the unstable regime which threatens
the very “international security” the UN claims
to promote.

The United Nations must stop rewarding
rogue regimes that undermine global security,
or the United States must reconsider participa-
tion in this illegitimate body.

—————

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
CHRISTOPHER J. DODD ON THE
OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT
FROM THE MOTION PICTURE AS-
SOCIATION OF AMERICA

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2017

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a highly distinguished former
colleague and dear friend, Senator Chris
Dodd, who recently announced his plans to re-
tire as Chairman and CEO of the Motion Pic-
ture Association of America (MPAA) at the
end of this year.

As the longest serving Senator in Connecti-
cut’s history, Senator Dodd brought account-
ability and historic reforms to Wall Street fol-
lowing the 2008 financial crisis. His extraor-
dinary leadership resulted in the landmark
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Con-
sumer Protection Act, the largest overhaul of
our financial system since the Great Depres-
sion. His bipartisan, landmark legislative ac-
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complishments covered a broad range of
issues from civil rights, to families and chil-
dren, and to foreign policy.

After retiring from the Senate in 2011, Sen-
ator Dodd followed in the footsteps of the leg-
endary Jack Valenti, taking the reins of the
MPAA. The challenges of representing the six
major film and television studios during a time
of tumultuous changes in technology were met
head on by Senator Dodd, and his leadership
brought about an unprecedented expansion of
American films to the international market. He
improved diversity and secured valuable state
tax credits for flmmaking here at home.

The motion picture industry has benefited
greatly from Senator Dodd’s steady hand and
his years of experience developing consensus
between stakeholders. He advanced one of
America’s great industries that shape the
meaning of America around the world with a
record of exceptional leadership brought to
bear on behalf of the studios, filmmakers and
the thousands of men and women who bring
the magic of film and television to screens
large and small. He leaves an indelible mark
on the MPAA, just as he did in service to our
nation in the United States Senate.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all of my House col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Senator
Dodd for his brilliant leadership and countless
achievements as Chairman and CEO of the
MPAA, and wish he and his family every
blessing in the next exciting chapter of their
lives.

CONGRATULATING TAIWAN’S
PRESIDENT TSAI ING-WEN

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2017

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, as we approach
the one-year anniversary of the inauguration
of Taiwan’s President, Tsai Ing-wen, | would
like to offer my congratulations to her and the
people of Taiwan.

For 38 years the United States has shared
a mutually beneficial relationship with Taiwan,
beginning with the Taiwan Relations Act and
continuing through our shared beliefs in demo-
cratic government, human rights, free markets,
and the rule of law.

This relationship has only grown further
under President Tsai Ing-Wen. Last year, Tai-
wan was the United States’ 10th largest trad-
ing partner overall and continues to be an im-
portant export market for almost every major
sector. Additionally, Taiwan and the United
States share cultural relations through hun-
dreds of thousands of tourists, business trav-
elers, and students from Taiwan that visit the
U.S. each year.

As we reflect on this special occasion of
President Tsai’s first anniversary in office, |
look forward to many more years of this suc-
cessful relationship.

TRIBUTE TO HUNTER HOEPTNER
HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2017

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
tribute to and memory of Hunter Hoeptner of
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Jackson County, Oregon, who passed away
on May 9, 2017.

A resident of Eagle Point, Oregon, Hunter
was a proud graduate of Eagle Point High
School. Throughout school he displayed his
tremendous leadership skills and commitment
to serving others, even as a young man. Hun-
ter served as class president at Eagle Point
High and logged more than 100 hours of com-
munity service. He also led on the wrestling
mat, where he won the Class 5A 160-pound
State Championship for the Eagles in 2014.
Long after graduation, he continued volun-
teering with the local youth wrestling program,
inspiring others with his passion for the sport
he loved.

That same tenacity and commitment to
serving others motivated Hunter to serve his
country in the Oregon Army National Guard.

He was assigned to Second Platoon, Alpha
Company, 1st Battalion—186th Infantry Regi-
ment, where he rose to the rank of Specialist
and was preparing to attend Army Helicopter
School.

Hunter’'s character left an impact on his fel-
low soldiers, and the local community. Over
100 military personnel attended Hunter's me-
morial service, which was complete with a
military flyover.

Hunter’s family, friends, neighbors, and total
strangers touched by his story packed the
stands of Eagle Point High School's football
stadium to celebrate Hunters life. At just 21
years old, this young man’s life exemplified
that of a community leader, star athlete, and
American soldier devoted to serving others.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | offer my heartfelt condolences to
Hunter’'s mother Lorelei and his father Kurt for
the loss of their son.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF SUPER-
INTENDENT RICHARD McCORKLE

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2017

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor and pleasure to extend my personal
congratulations to Mr. Richard “Ricky”
McCorkle, Superintendent of the Marion Coun-
ty School District, on his retirement after 30
years as an educator and civic leader. He will
be honored at a retirement celebration on
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 at 1:00 p.m. at the
Marion County Middle and High School cafe-
teria.

Before becoming an educator, Mr. McCorkle
was an insurance salesman from 1977 until
1987. That year, he earned a bachelor of arts
degree in history from Georgia Southwestern
College. He then became a history teacher
and a basketball and baseball coach at Tri-
County High School. In 1997, he earned a
Master of Science degree in Educational
Leadership from Troy State University. That
year, he became the Tri-County High School
principal. Within two years, he was elected as
Superintendent of the Marion County School
District.

Aristotle once said, “Educating the mind
without educating the heart is no education at
all.” Mr. McCorkle was an educator of both.
He is rooted in the belief that children need
constant love and encouragement. As such,
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he was most known for walking through Mar-
ion County schools on a regular basis and
talking with students from pre-K to 12th grade.
He frequently visited teachers and staff to
show his care and support for them as well.

Outside of his tremendous scholastic dedi-
cation, Mr. McCorkle is also very involved
within the community. He currently serves on
the Board of Directors for South Georgia
Technical College and is the Executive Direc-
tor of Chattahoochee-Flint RESA. He is also a
Board Member of the Greater Columbus
Chamber of Commerce Valley Partnership
Joint Development Authority and the River
Valley Regional Commission. He is a member
of the Buena Vista/Marion County Chamber of
Commerce, Georgia School Superintendents
Association, Georgia School Boards Associa-
tion, and Georgia Association of Educational
Leaders. He is a founder of Pastors Partnering
with Education.

After retirement, Mr. McCorkle will enjoy
spending time with his wife, Marie, and their
two children and two grandchildren. His love
for education was also instilled in his own chil-
dren, both of whom are now educators and
married to educators. Richard McCorkle has
accomplished much in his life, but none of it
would be possible without the love and sup-
port of the family he cherishes so dearly.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in extending our sincerest appreciation and
best wishes to Superintendent Richard
McCorkle upon the occasion of his retirement
from an outstanding career spanning 30 years
in education.

——————

COMMENDING LOCAL 2017 HIGH
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE
UNITED STATES NAVY AND OUR
COMMUNITY SALUTES OF FRED-
ERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA FOR
HOSTING THE SIXTH ANNUAL
HIGH SCHOOL ENLISTEE REC-
OGNITION CEREMONY

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2017

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 8 Fredericksburg, Virginia area
high school seniors who plan to enlist in the
United States Navy after graduation. These
students have excelled in their academic and
extracurricular activities, and | offer my sincere
congratulations upon their high school gradua-
tion.

| commend these student leaders for their
selflessness and courageous decision to serve
their country as members of the United States
Navy.

Byer, Magalyna; Davis, Patrick; Deike, lain;
Phouminuh, Hongtavanah; Reynolds, Zacha-
riah; Smith, Michael; Snyder, Walter; Thomp-
son, Tyler.

These students will be honored by the
Greater Fredericksburg Chapter of Our Com-
munity Salutes at their 6th Annual Military En-
listee Recognition Ceremony on Saturday,
June 3, 2017 at the University of Mary Wash-
ington in Fredericksburg, VA.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking these young men and women and
their families for their dedication to serving this
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great Nation. We owe them and the many
Americans who have served and will serve a
debt of gratitude.

——————
RECOGNIZING GAINES CHAPEL
A.M.E. CHURCH ON THEIR 100TH

ANNIVERSARY
HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2017

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate May 21st, 2017 as Gaines Chapel
AM.E. Church’s 100th Anniversary. As we
celebrate its centennial, we celebrate the past
while embracing all that the future holds for
the congregation. On this occasion, | extend
my gratitude to Claranne Perkins and Jeanette
Hunter, Co-Chairs of this centennial celebra-
tion, and Pastor Cyrus Burns, the proud leader
of this community.

Gaines Chapel A.M.E. Church has grown
tremendously from its 10 original founders in
1917, and has since become an integral part
of the City of East Moline. It has undergone
many transformations over the past 100
years—new church buildings replaced old, and
many different Pastors have contributed their
wisdom. But from its original organization in
Campbell School, the church has prospered
and always remained true to its mission and
values. Gaines Chapel A.M.E. Church has
gone above and beyond to enrich our commu-
nity through their youth programs and exten-
sive charitable work.

Mr. Speaker, | would once again like to con-
gratulate Gaines Chapel A.M.E. Church on
their 100th Anniversary. | am proud to know
that organizations such as Gaines Chapel
A.M.E. Church, are flourishing and strength-
ening our community.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. KEITH
BALLARD AND SOUTHWEST MID-
DLE SCHOOL MUSIC DEPART-
MENT

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2017

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Keith Ballard and Southwest Middle
School’'s Music Department for their excep-
tional work and dedication in promoting the
arts.

Southwest Middle School is located a few
minutes from the international border and
serves a large Latino population. The school
has one of the highest poverty rates in San
Diego County. According to Sweetwater Union
High School District officials, Southwest Mid-
dle School previously had a struggling music
program requiring immediate attention and as-
sistance.

In 2010, Mr. Ballard was involuntarily trans-
ferred to Southwest Middle School. He was
told that he had been assigned to improve a
failing music program in need of immediate
help. Unfortunately, the conditions of both the
school and the program did not make this an
easy task. Mr. Ballard worked tirelessly with
administrators, parents and the community to
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